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篇章Discourse Competence
• 語言的學習，除了屬於基礎語言成分的字母、語音、字彙、片
語及文法句構外，也需要學習對話、段落、短文、書信、甚至
故事等的文本結構，這是一般所謂的discourse，中文翻譯為
「言談」（特別是指口語）或是「篇章」（特別是指文本或書
面語），以下以「篇章」通稱之。
• 從國中階段開始，篇章結構的理解與學習更形重要，例如一個
段落中，句子間的連結可以透過代名詞、定冠詞、指示詞甚至
同義字或反義字等的使用，使得句與句間有更緊密的語法關聯
性（cohesion）與語意連貫性（coherence）。閱讀段落時，除
了應該理解其體裁及主題外，也應該能判斷主題句及總結句，
分析段落發展模式，進而學習如何有條理地鋪陳文章，以確保
整個段落的關聯性與連貫性。學生若具有這些能力，不僅在閱
讀時能迅速理解文本意旨，在寫作時也能根據對文章結構與發
展脈絡之理解，寫出一篇主題明確且具連貫性的短文。

Discourse Analysis for Language Teachers
(Michael McCarthy)
• The study of the relationship between
language and the contexts in which it is used.
• Discourse analysts study language in use:
written texts of all kinds, and spoken data,
from conversation to highly institutional forms
of talk.

Discourse Analysis for Language Teachers
(Michael McCarthy)
• The scope of discourse analysis:
• Description and analysis of both spoken
interaction and written interaction
(written/printed words).
• Overall aim: understanding of exactly how
natural spoken and written discourse looks
and sounds

Discourse Analysis for Language Teachers
(Michael McCarthy)
• Cohesion: refers to “links from sentence to
sentence within a text in terms of grammatical
features such as pronominalization, ellipsis,
and conjunction of various kinds”
• Clare loves potatoes. She cannot cook dinner
without them.

Discourse Analysis for Language Teachers
(Michael McCarthy)
• Cohesion is only a guide to coherence; it is
only part of coherence in reading and writing
• Coherence is something created by the reader
in the act of reading the text; it is the feeling
that something hangs together, that it makes
sense, and is not just a jumble of sentences.
• Clare loves potatoes. She was born in Ireland.

Discourse Analysis for Language Teachers
(Michael McCarthy)
• Grammatical cohesion: the surface marking of
semantic links between clauses and sentences in
written discourse, and between utterances and
turns in speech
• Reference: pronouns; demonstratives; the article
the, among others
• Anaphoric: looking backward
• Cataphoric: looking forward using a pronoun
(she) or the definite article (the trip) to engage
and hold the reader’s attention (“read on and
find out”)

Referential Links
• The incident occurred during their meeting at
the…

Referential Links
• Last week, I saw her for the third time. Just as
before, she was sitting quietly on the platform
bench.

Discourse Analysis for Language Teachers
(Michael McCarthy)
• Ellipsis: omission of elements normally
required by the grammar which the
speaker/writer assumes are obvious from the
context
• Ellipsis is distinguished by the structure having
some “missing element” (You label and I’ll
stack)=(You label (the items) and I’ll stack
(them))

Ellipsis
• The woman was old and elegantly dressed, and
she wasn't bothering anyone. Yet, as the
stationmaster, I decided to check to see if
anything was wrong. I walked over but before I
could reach her, she rose and spoke to me first.
•
"Excuse me, sir, but the voice...."
•
"Ma'am?"
•
"The voice," she went on, "it's different. It's
not his."

Discourse Analysis for Language Teachers
(Michael McCarthy)
• Substitution: operates at nominal, verbal or
clausal level
• One(s): I offered him a seat. He said he didn’t
want one.
• Do: Did Mary take that letter? She might have
done.
• So/not: Do you need a lift? If so, wait for me;
if not, I’ll see you there.

Discourse Analysis for Language Teachers
(Michael McCarthy)
• Conjunction:
• High frequency of occurrence of conjunctions
such as and, but, so, and then in speech.
• Types:
• Additive
• Adversative
• Causal
• Temporal

Conjunctions As Cohesive Ties
• In fact, many other food and drink products have
also failed because people thought− they were
terrible. For instance, CocaCola Bl𝑎K was a mix of
Coke and coffee, but few people liked its flavor.
On the other hand, Pringles's fat-free potato
chips tasted fine, but one of its ingredients could
cause diarrhea. Some other items in the Museum
of Failure mark the end of a period of history. The
Blockbuster DVD case is a good example. It
represents a successful company that fell behind
the times and went out of business in the end.

Discourse Analysis for Language Teachers
(Michael McCarthy)
• Lexical cohesion
• Reiteration: restating an item in a larger part
of the discourse by direct repetition or else
reasserting its meaning by exploiting lexical
relations, e.g., hyponymy (rose/flower),
synonymy (commence/begin), antonymy, etc.

Lexical Cohesion
• Seeing her become slightly emotional, I pointed to a
bench, and we sat down together. She shared her story,
and all became clear. The previous recording, which
warned train passengers to watch their step, was of her
late husband's voice. Some changes in life are hard to
get over, so every time she missed him, she came to
this station just to hear him "speak" again.
•
I felt very sorry to tell her that the Underground had
replaced her husband's recording with a new system,
and that nothing could be done.

Cohesion & Coherence in Discourse
• A: Do you know Dexter?
• B: It looks like it’s going to rain.

Cohesion & Coherence in Discourse
• A: Do you know Dexter?
• B: Yeah, I met him at the conference last week.

Cohesion & Coherence in Discourse
• My father once bought a Lincoln convertible.
The car driven by the police was red. That
color doesn’t suit her. She consists of three
letters. However, a letter isn’t as fast as a
telephone call.

Cohesion & Coherence in Discourse
• My father once bought a Lincoln convertible.
He did it by saving every penny he could. The
car would be worth a fortune nowadays.
However, he sold it to help pay for my college
education. Sometimes I think I’d rather have
the convertible.

Cohesion & Coherence in Discourse
• My father once bought a Lincoln convertible.
He did it by saving every penny he could. The
car would be worth a fortune nowadays.
However, he sold it to help pay for my college
education. Sometimes I think I’d rather have
the convertible.

Cohesion & Coherence in Discourse
• My father once bought a Lincoln convertible.
The car driven by the police was red. That
color doesn’t suit her. She consists of three
letters. However, a letter isn’t as fast as a
telephone call.

Cohesion & Coherence in Discourse
• A: That’s the telephone.
• B: I’m in the bath.
• A: O.K.

Cohesion & Coherence in Discourse
• A: That’s the telephone. (Can you answer it,
please?)
• B: (No, I’m sorry. I can’t answer it because) I’m
in the bath.
• A: O.K. (I’ll answer it, then.)

英语学科核心素养的测评
下面这个例题旨在考查学生对衔接和连贯手段
的掌握情况。《普通高中英语课程标准》（征
求意见稿）在“学业质量标准”和“学业考试与高
考命题建议”等部分都提到学生应“能辨识和分
析语篇的文体特征及衔接手段”。这里的衔接手
段包括通过使用代词、连接词、省略句、替代
等词汇和语法资源来实现指代、连接、省略、
替代等衔接关系。

英语学科核心素养的测评
Below is a poster designed by a local CAB（Citizen
Assistance Bureau）. Please find 5 pronouns in
the poster that refer to the local CAB.
Please write the pronouns below.
1. ___ 2. ___ 3. ___ 4. ___ 5. ___

Writing tasks in Taiwan’s 1998 college entrance exams: A short
poem as prompt

Examinees were required to first answer five questions based on a poem and then write an
English composition of about 120 words.
April Rain Song
by Langston Hughes
Let the rain kiss you.
Let the rain beat upon your head with silver liquid drops.
Let the rain sing you a lullaby.
The rain makes still pools on the sidewalk.
The rain makes running pools in the gutter.
The rain plays a little sleep-song on our roof at night—
And I love the rain.
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Writing tasks in Taiwan’s college entrance exams:
A short poem as prompt

Everyone feels differently about the rain under
different circumstances. First describe an event you
actually experienced or a scene you witnessed on a
rainy day. Then write to express how you feel about
the rain based on the event or the scene.
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I Have a Dream
•
•

•

•

I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest
demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation.
Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today,
signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great
beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves.
But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred years later,
the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the
chains of discrimination. And so we've come here today to dramatize a shameful
condition.
In a sense we've come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the architects
of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and
the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which
every American was to fall heir. This note was a promise that all men, yes, black
men as well as white men, would be guaranteed the "unalienable Rights" of "Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." It is obvious today that America has
defaulted on this promissory note, insofar as her citizens of color are concerned.
Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro people a
bad check, a check which has come back marked "insufficient funds."

Grammar Focus
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I.
Simple present
Present progressive
Present perfective (perfect)
Present perfective (perfect) progressive
Examples
1. I often go cycling to Wu-lai when the weather is nice.
2. More and more people are using their smartphones to
listen to music.
• 3. In a sense we have come to our nation’s capital to cash a
check.
• 4. We are trapped here; it has been snowing for five hours.

Grammar Focus
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

II.
Simple past
Past progressive
Past perfective (perfect)
Past perfective (perfect) progressive
Examples
1. When the architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words
of the constitution and the Declaration of Independence, they were
signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall heir.
• 2. Michael had visited France once before he moved there in 2008.
• 3. How long had you been waiting before you finally got on the
train?

Textbook Version
•
•

•

•

I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest
demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation.
Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today,
signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great
beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves.
But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred years later,
the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the
chains of discrimination. And so we've come here today to dramatize a shameful
condition.
In a sense we've come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the architects
of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and
the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which
every American was to fall heir. This note was a promise that all men, yes, black
men as well as white men, would be guaranteed the "unalienable Rights" of "Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." It is obvious today that America has
defaulted on this promissory note, insofar as her citizens of color are concerned.
Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro people a
bad check, a check which has come back marked "insufficient funds."

I Have a Dream
• I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as
the greatest demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation.
• Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow
we stand today, signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This
momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to millions
of Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of withering
injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of their
captivity.
• But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred
years later, the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the
manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination. One
hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in
the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred years
later, the Negro is still languished in the corners of American society
and finds himself an exile in his own land. And so we've come here
today to dramatize a shameful condition.

Eccentrics
•

Eccentrics are people who have an unusual or odd personality,
set of beliefs, or behavior pattern. They may or may not
comprehend the standards for normal behavior in their culture.
They simply don’t care about the society’s disapproval of their
habits or beliefs.
•
Once considered socially unacceptable, eccentric people have
been found to possess some positive characteristics. According to a
recent study in England, eccentrics are more creative. They often
have more curiosity about the world and, in many cases, are
contentedly obsessed by hobbies and interests. Psychologists also
find that eccentric people do not follow conventions. They live in a
world of their own and do not worry about what others think of
them. So they are usually less restricted and therefore more
carefree in forming new ideas.

Eccentrics
•

Eccentrics are also found to be healthier. Statistics show they
visit their doctors less—about once in eight to nine years, which is
20 times less than the average person. This could be partly due to
their innate traits such as humor and happiness. Such personal
traits are found to play an important role in boosting the body’s
immune system. This may explain why eccentrics are, on the whole,
healthier.
•
Psychologists therefore suggest that we pay attention to those
who do not conform. It could be our aunt who has been raising pet
lizards. Or it could be our best friend’s brother who wears shorts to
a formal dance. Their crazy hobby or strange sense of humor is
what keeps them going. Eccentric people may seem odd, but they
will likely live a happier and healthier life because they enjoy what
they are doing. In fact, many of history’s most brilliant minds have
displayed some unusual behaviors and habits.

Identifying grammatical/
referential links
• Eccentrics are people who have an unusual or odd personality, set
of beliefs, or behavior pattern. They may or may not comprehend
the standards for normal behavior in their culture. They simply
don’t care about the society’s disapproval of their habits or beliefs.
•
Once considered socially unacceptable, eccentric people have
been found to possess some positive characteristics. According to a
recent study in England, eccentrics are more creative. They often
have more curiosity about the world and, in many cases, are
contentedly obsessed by hobbies and interests. Psychologists also
find that eccentric people do not follow conventions. They live in a
world of their own and do not worry about what others think of
them. So they are usually less restricted and therefore more
carefree in forming new ideas.

Identifying grammatical/
referential links
•

Eccentrics are also found to be healthier. Statistics show they
visit their doctors less—about once in eight to nine years, which is
20 times less than the average person. This could be partly due to
their innate traits such as humor and happiness. Such personal
traits are found to play an important role in boosting the body’s
immune system. This may explain why eccentrics are, on the whole,
healthier.
•
Psychologists therefore suggest that we pay attention to those
who do not conform. It could be our aunt who has been raising pet
lizards. Or it could be our best friend’s brother who wears shorts to
a formal dance. Their crazy hobby or strange sense of humor is
what keeps them going. Eccentric people may seem odd, but they
will likely live a happier and healthier life because they enjoy what
they are doing. In fact, many of history’s most brilliant minds have
displayed some unusual behaviors and habits.

Identifying lexical links
• Eccentrics are people who have an unusual or odd personality,
set of beliefs, or behavior pattern. They may or may not
comprehend the standards for normal behavior in their culture.
They simply don’t care about the society’s disapproval of their
habits or beliefs.
• Once considered socially unacceptable, eccentric people have
been found to possess some positive characteristics. According
to a recent study in England, eccentrics are more creative.
They often have more curiosity about the world and, in many
cases, are contentedly obsessed by hobbies and interests.
Psychologists also find that eccentric people do not follow
conventions. They live in a world of their own and do not
worry about what others think of them. So they are usually less
restricted and therefore more carefree in forming new ideas.

Identifying lexical links
• Eccentrics are also found to be healthier. Statistics show they visit
their doctors less—about once in eight to nine years, which is 20
times less than the average person. This could be partly due to their
innate traits such as humor and happiness. Such personal traits are
found to play an important role in boosting the body’s immune
system. This may explain why eccentrics are, on the whole,
healthier.
• Psychologists therefore suggest that we pay attention to those who
do not conform. It could be our aunt who has been raising pet
lizards. Or it could be our best friend’s brother who wears shorts to
a formal dance. Their crazy hobby or strange sense of humor is
what keeps them going. Eccentric people may seem odd, but they
will likely live a happier and healthier life because they enjoy what
they are doing. In fact, many of history’s most brilliant minds have
displayed some unusual behaviors and habits.

Identifying the thread of discourse
• Eccentrics are people who have an unusual or odd personality, set
of beliefs, or behavior pattern. They may or may not comprehend
the standards for normal behavior in their culture. They simply
don’t care about the society’s disapproval of their habits or beliefs.
• Once considered socially unacceptable, eccentric people have been
found to possess some positive characteristics. According to a
recent study in England, eccentrics are more creative. They often
have more curiosity about the world and, in many cases, are
contentedly obsessed by hobbies and interests. Psychologists also
find that eccentric people do not follow conventions. They live in a
world of their own and do not worry about what others think of
them. So they are usually less restricted and therefore more
carefree in forming new ideas.

Identifying the thread of discourse
• Eccentrics are also found to be healthier. Statistics show they visit
their doctors less—about once in eight to nine years, which is 20
times less than the average person. This could be partly due to their
innate traits such as humor and happiness. Such personal traits are
found to play an important role in boosting the body’s immune
system. This may explain why eccentrics are, on the whole,
healthier.
• Psychologists therefore suggest that we pay attention to those who
do not conform. It could be our aunt who has been raising pet
lizards. Or it could be our best friend’s brother who wears shorts to
a formal dance. Their crazy hobby or strange sense of humor is
what keeps them going. Eccentric people may seem odd, but they
will likely live a happier and healthier life because they enjoy what
they are doing. In fact, many of history’s most brilliant minds have
displayed some unusual behaviors and habits.

Kyoto: The Heart of Japan
• Kyoto, like a beauty in a bright and colorful
kimono, delights tourists throughout the year. In
spring, romance is in the air as the city is filled
with a sea of pink cherry blossoms. In summer,
green leaves can be heard rustling in the wind
and seen sparkling in the sunshine. Maple leaves
in autumn set the landscape on fire with orange
and red colors. Then, when winter comes, white
snow turns the whole city into a magic, silver
kingdom.

Kyoto: The Heart of Japan
• Apart from its natural splendor, however, Kyoto has so much more
to feast one’s eyes on. Having previously been the capital of Japan
for over a thousand years, the city boasts a large number of historic
shrines and temples. No visit to Kyoto would be complete without
seeing one of the most photographed landmarks, the Kinkaku-ji or
Golden Pavilion Temple. With giant, leafy maple trees leading up to
its main entrance, the first view one gets of this magnificent threestoried pavilion is truly amazing. Rising up behind a crystal-clear
pond, it is covered in sparkling gold leaf and crowned with a large
bronze phoenix on its shimmering roof. The reflection of the
pavilion on the glassy surface of the pond is a breathtaking sight.
Visitors can take a leisurely walk through the surrounding gardens
and enjoy many stunning views of this beautiful structure.

Kyoto: The Heart of Japan
• Another unforgettable Kyoto sight involves coming face to
face with one the old capital’s very special “persons of art”
or geishas. These are women dressed in colorful kimonos
with silk sleeves that reach nearly as far as their delicate
ankles. Their distinctive white makeup, bright red lipstick,
and shiny hairpins also make them easy to recognize. And
it’s not just their unique appearance that makes geishas
stand out from the crowd. These highly skilled entertainers
spend years mastering different musical instruments,
sounds, and literature. Of course, no “person of art” could
be a true geisha without being able to perform the
traditional kyomai dance. This ancient art combines slow
music with very deliberate movements, and often
expresses very deep emotion.

Kyoto: The Heart of Japan
• In Kyoto, culture and natural beauty flow
together like the moving and graceful motions
of kyomai. Regardless of the season, the city is
a must-see destination for tourists seeking an
authentic local experience. Those who visit
are likely to end up falling in love with the
heart of Japan.
•

107指考篇章結構試題
•
•

•

•

•

The causes of the French Revolution are complex and still widely debated among historians.
However, many scholars agree that food played an important role in the socio-political
upheaval. 31
A main component in the French daily meal, bread was often tied up with the national identity.
Studies show that the average 18th-century French worker spent half his daily wage on bread.
In 1788 and 1789, however, when the grain crops failed two years in a row, the price of bread
shot up to 88 percent of his earnings. 32 The great majority of the French population was
starving. Some even resorted to theft or prostitution to stay alive.
33 Started in the 15th century, this tax on salt consumption was applied particularly to the
poor, while the nobility and the privileged were exempted. The high rate and unequal
distribution of the tax provoked widespread illegal dealing in salt by smugglers, leading to
skyrocketing salt prices.
However, the royal court at Versailles was isolated from and indifferent to the escalating crisis.
The desperate population thus blamed the ruling class for the famine and economic
disturbances. 34 The results include the storming of the Bastille, a medieval fortress and
prison in Paris, and the eventual beheading of King Louis XVI and his wife, Marie Antoinette.
35 Yet, the gabelle and the “bread question” remained among the most unsettling social
and political issues throughout the Revolutionary and Napoleonic periods (1789-1815) and
well beyond.

107指考篇章結構試題
•
• (A) External threats closely shaped the course of the Revolution.
• (B) With the collapse of the royal family, calm was restored
gradually.
• (C) Meanwhile, peasants’ resentment against the gabelle was
spreading.
• (D) The common household could not afford to buy enough food to
meet their basic needs.
• (E) The anger quickly built up, culminating in the massive riots of
the French Revolution in 1789.
• (F) Specifically, bread and salt, two most essential elements in the
French cuisine, were at the heart of the conflict.

2020 SAET
• 14. The police officer showed us pictures of
drunk driving accidents to highlight the
importance of staying _____ on the road.
• (A) sober
(B) majestic
• (C) vigorous (D) noticeable

2020 SAET
• Ships are the lifeline of trade among countries. Almost everything,
from food to machinery, comes by way of the sea in huge ships
piloted by captains. But the captain of a ship is responsible for
guiding the vessel until they hit a port, waiting to enter the harbor.
The task of bringing the ship into the harbor and anchoring it is
taken up by a different captain. This captain is called a marine pilot.
• A marine pilot is a boat pilot with specialized knowledge of a
particular port or harbor. The pilot is needed to direct large ships
into a port, where there are often deep water channels surrounded
by shallower seabeds. Without the services of a marine pilot,
docking ships would be hazardous. There would be a real chance of
running aground and damaging the ship and the cargo, some of
which might be dangerous if released into a water-based ecosystem.

2020 SAET
• In addition to the shallower seabeds, tide and wind pose further
challenges for bringing ships into a port. During different tides,
currents may change from one direction to the other. The same
strategy for docking a vessel during an incoming tide may not work
during an outgoing tide. Also, the wind can significantly alter the
direction of the ship and how it reacts, adding to the difficulty of
anchoring the ship.
• Marine pilotage is a job that requires a high degree of proficiency as
well as quick and independent thinking. Above all, it is about risk
management. A marine pilot goes on board at a crucial time and
controls the vessel based on his or her knowledge of the port and
the situation at hand. The pilot is responsible for not only the safety
of the ship but also the protection of the port and the marine
environment.

2020 SAET
• 48. How does the author conclude the passage
in the last paragraph?
• (A) By adding new details.
• (B) By predicting future development.
• (C) By summarizing the main points.
• (D) By giving advice to the general public.

Time to try your hand at
test item writing!

Unit 6 They’re Back!
• 1 Each year, an estimated ten thousand to one hundred
thousand species die off. As a consequence, they won’t be
found in the wild, nor will they be seen at any zoos. Instead,
they join the countless species that have gone extinct over
the progress of the Earth’s history—and extinction is
thought of as being gone forever.
• 2 However, scientists now think it highly possible to bring
back extinct species. This doesn’t mean the plot of Jurassic
Park is going to become a reality, though. Researchers
need DNA to bring back a species. DNA is the chemical that
carries the key information on building the structure of a
living thing. Dinosaurs, which entirely disappeared sixtyfive million years ago, have been gone too long for any of
their DNA to remain in fossils.

Unit 6 They’re Back!
• 3 But it’s extremely probable that more recent
species can be made to walk in the world again. This
could even include prehistoric animals like the woolly
mammoth. In 2009, scientists recreated the Pyrenean
ibex, which had become extinct about a decade earlier.
The “new” animal didn’t survive long—it lived for only
seven minutes after its birth. Yet, scientists attempt to
improve this technology, and scientific advances
should increase the success rate. Furthermore, in 2013,
Australian scientists announced that they were on the
way to bringing the gastric brooding frog, a native of
eastern Australia which disappeared in the mid1980s,
back to life.

Unit 6 They’re Back!
• 4 Being capable of bringing species back doesn’t mean that we
should do it. There may be benefits to reviving a species. However,
we cannot accurately forecast how it will turn out, nor can we
handle the possible disasters. Take passenger pigeons, for example.
Living in flocks made up of billions of birds, they used to be one of
the most common birds on the planet. Flocks of migrating
passenger pigeons darkened the sky, and it sounded like thunder
when they flapped their wings. This species vanished a century ago
because they were hunted on a large scale. If we make it possible
for passenger pigeons to exist again, there is no knowing whether
they can survive in their old habitats. Therefore, some in-depth
issues about possible effects are raised: Will they crowd out existing
species? Will the growth of trees be affected by their great
consumption of seeds?

Unit 6 They’re Back!
• 5 Some people believe that humans should remedy the situation
where certain animals go extinct. As the environmentalist Stewart
Brand once said, “Humans have made a huge hole in nature. We
have the ability now to repair some of that damage.” However,
others consider it inappropriate to bring species back, since this
weakens the support for traditional conservation. Why do we have
to preserve a wildlife habitat or battle poachers if we know we can
just put our mistakes to rights?
• 6 As technology develops, extinction now may no longer be
something that lasts forever. But whether it is right to make extinct
species return is still a matter for debate. In order to avoid possible
disasters of reviving extinct species, we should learn a lesson from
Jurassic Park: Proceed with caution.
• —Adapted from “They’re Back!”

